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XW. Abfiract of a Regﬁ’er of the Baromeier, Thermometer, and
Rain at Lyndon in Rutland, 77 1485. By Thomas Barker,.
Efg. Aifo of the Rain at South Lambeth, in Surrey ; and at
Selbourn azd Fyfield, Hampfhire. -
White, E/fg. F.R.S.

Communicated by Thomas:

Read February 23, 1786.

Barometer. Thermometer. . Rain.
| In the Houfe. Abroad.. : ;
» LyndonS.Lam-] Sel- |Fyfield.}
Higheﬁ'l'Loweﬁ Mean. [High.{Low.[Mean{High |Low.|Mean beth. | bourn.
Inches. {Inches. {Inches. ° °fp e ° ° ° 1 Inch. | Inch. In\chv. Inch,
Morn, 453] 3430 39 | 45 | 253 35| , s :
Jan. ‘%{tem. 29,83] 28,59 29,31 462“—34;401 4%%:275,33% 1,494 | 1,78 2,84 2,12%“
Feb. L,xf(t’;:l; 30,16 | 28,45| 29,34 22 ;g%- ggl i‘Z%‘ ;cs’ ; 0,365| 120 1,80 |1,85
Morn., 4| 29i] 36 11 . . ‘
Mar {agern. 29,84 29,16 29,61 iS 3?;137% ;r.'fz 2;% 28 0,212 | ©,35] 0,30 0,001
Morn, o 56 1 36148 § 522 25 | 41 | _ , ,
Apr. Q,?em' 30,05 | 28,88} 20,71 (5):8 37 | 50 65 371 5§ 0,175} ©,34| 0,17 {0,143 v
Morn, _ @ , | 5931 55 | 593f 42 | 49 a6l ‘ , :
May ,‘\%/Ifte”." 30,09 { 28,95 29,54 221 5‘!; g@% gsi S§ 604 0,666| 0,8r| 0,60 [0,96
Morn. e o 31 53| 61} 60| 48 | 551 . ool 1 :
June ,‘Q,Ifmm’ 20,99 ] 20y32| 29,71 2(8)% gs% 23 20% 54% 631 1,567 2,04| %39 1,19
viorn. ' : 51 60 5 5 \
July Aftg']n. 29,82 28,97 29,42 73-l 61 6‘; 8-; gg% 502‘3,283 1,73] 3,80 | 1,69
Morn. 2 643 5531 5931 593| 433| 533 , .1
Aug. Aftern. 29,72 | 28,99 | 29,36 252 61| 61 ] 71 53,564._ 4315 3:05| 3,21 4,26
orn, ol a , 31501595930 )524 .,
Sept"é\ﬂﬂern. 29,89 | 28,51| 29,29 o3| s13) 00 | 72 | 47 | b3, B34 BHI5 594 | 53°
Morn. . 158 | 41} solf 55il 28 | 421 ) _
O&. I‘:‘/Etem' 29,99 | 28,951 29,45 59_%_ 43 | 511 622 Séé 5'22 1,653 }404 Se2T |2,52
orn. & an o (3¢ " 441 4911 2 7 ? R ‘
Nov. \‘\:gtc"n‘ 30,02 | 28,33 29,33 52% ggz 452 562 24 24 1,125, ’ £2,~7 1,403 :
WVi0rn. 3% 2 ) o0lf : . 8
Dec-fnseern.| 2979|2876 | 20,32 7211 300 284 101000 23 | 0371 153|402 3,04
Inches 20,206 19,621 31,55 24,55%/,
The
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Mr. BARKER’s Regifler, &ec. 237

The fevere froft of December, 1784, broke early in January,
and was all gone before the middle, and the moft open part of
‘this tharp winter followed it, being mifty or thick and warm.
“wery wet air; but the laft day of January another froft fet in,
which, though not fo fteady "as the former, was fometimes
very fevere, and did not goaway till near the middle of March :
and this winter, particularly the former froft about Diecember
10, was much feverer in the fouth of England than here, and
greater figns of deftru&ion by it were feen among the trees
and plants there.. From the breaking of the froft till April 4,
was chiefly frofty: mommgs, and fometimes in:the fhade all
day, fo-that, if you count the number of frofty days, I do not-
Enow that any winter had'more, though I'have known feveral.
longer frofts, and more ﬁeady, and fome few. more fevere..

From April. §, the weather began to mend;, was tolerably
pleafantg and things:came o8- gradually ;- yet not without fome
frofty mornings, even in May. 'The feed time began late, but.
was without hindrance ; and there having been very little raine
fince the froft, it harrowed remarkably fine, and- the lands and:
roads were uncommonly. dufty: The corn.came up very well,.
except the late fown, fome of which, efpecially in the fouth of
England, lay dry till June; for it cogtinued a remarkably dry.
time all {pring, fo that the grafs was very fhort; and hay very:
fearce 3 yet the grain continued particularly fine-coloured, and:
eared very well; though fome of the winter corn was rather:
thin ; yet that was much mended. by fome refrething fhowers
in-May and June, which were enough to- frethen. things,
though not to make much grafs : and during this drought there
were great numbers of little whirlwinds, fometimes feveral in
a day. \ z |
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'The weather began to be thowery the middle of July, aud
feveral great rains; and after Auguft 3d it was more frequent,
but lefs at a time. This made plenty of good grafs, but was
“wery troublefome for the harveft, which was got in‘,ﬂowly,
and with lofs, but came out agam full as well as could be ex=
pe&ed. The wheat was remarkably full-eared. Thcubarley
good, except the late fown, which never ripened; and fome
too haftily carried in harveft. ‘The birds of paflage went away
rather early this year: almoft all the Swifts were gone in July,
and moft of the Swallows and Martins in September s the laft
were Auguft 7, and O&ober 12. It continued very fhowery till
near the middle of O&ober; after which the autumn was
pretty fine, and lefs wet than before, et enough to make it
very dirty when the fun loft its power in December ; and the
winter began for the moft part open and pleafant, till a froft
and large fnow at Chriftmas, which grew feverer to the end
of the year.

On the Variations of Seafons.

Meafuring the rain for a few years will not fthew completely
the general quantity of rain which falls in any place; for there
is a very great difference at different periods of time. If I
had meafured the rain at Lyndon only in the four years 1740,
17415 1742, 1743, the mean would have been found to be
only 16% inches in a year; yet they were not all complained of
as dry fummers. 1740 was cold and dry till July 30. The
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the Weather at Lyndon, &e. 239
fpring 1741 was cold and dry, the fummer hot, dry, and
burning till the beginning of September; then ten days wet
and very warm again, being the fineft autumn for grafs ever
known. - 1742 was a fhowery {fummer, and 1743 wet in the
middle; but then the winters were dry, fothat the quantity of
rain upon the whole was fmall. 1741 to 1750 the mean was
18% inches. 1741 and 17350 were hot, dry, and burning,
1750 being the hotteft year I have known. The intermediate
years were neither very wet nor very dry; and this was the
moft plentiful and cheapeft time for corn of any ten years I
remember; for grain oftener fails in England from too much
wet than too little. 1751 to 1760 the mean year was 221,

1760 was hot, dry, and burning; but feveral of the fummers.
were wet, and the crops not fo plentiful. ‘Three wet fum-
mers together, 1754, 1755, and 1756, were a time of {carcity,
and we have had more faxhng crops fince tbat time than before
it. From 1761 to 1770 there was 23} in a year. 1762 was
hot, dry, and burning; and 1765 cold and dry; but feveral
_years were wet, 1763 and 1768 remarkably {o; and of thofe
ten years {everal had ﬁnhng Crops, and fome had great fhows.
There was a great change of the feafons at 1763; for 1 have
had more rain fince that time than'l had before it in the pro-
portion of 5 to 4. From 1770 to 1780 there was at a mean
26 inches. 1771 was dry, and 1778 and 1779 were hot, yet
not without fits of rain; and moft of the other years were
wet, and fome great {fnows. 1773, 1774, and 1775, were {o
wet that there came 32 inches ina year, which is nearly dou-
ble what there was from 1740 to 1743. In twelve months,
from O&ober 1773, to September 1774, there came 39,390
inches of rain, which is nearly a Lancafhire year. And in
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240 - Mr, BaArkER's Regifler, &e.
one .month, September 1974, there was 8 inches: this was
in barley and peafe harveft, and for three wecks togethernot a
load could be carried in, By the above flate of the cafe it
appears, that, for four fucceffive periods of ten years, the
quantity of rain has been increafing each time,




